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1. Rand McNally has updated its website for educators!  Please visit www.randmcnally.com/education.
 
2. Top 25 Sites of 2010 by David Kapuler
I will list several for you to check out. If your schools system approves of using blogging as a teaching tool: a) http://kidblog.org/home.php  b) http://www.21classes.com/
Search engines: a) http://www.sweetsearch.com/   b) http://quinturakids.com/
3. Sunshine on Schools
An interactive clearinghouse containing budget data for North Dakota's K-12 schools. This website is a valuable tool for policymakers, school administrators, teachers, school board members, and taxpayers to help understand K-12 education funding and the property tax debates.
 http://www.sunshineonschools.org/Default.aspx
4. 2011 Grosvenor Teacher Fellow Program is now open for applications!
 National Geographic Education Programs (NGEP) and Lindblad Expeditions are pleased to announce the 2011 Grosvenor Teacher Fellow program. This professional development opportunity, named in honor of National Geographic Society Chairman Gil Grosvenor, will give current K-12 classroom teachers and informal educators from the 50 U.S. states, Canada and Puerto Rico the opportunity to extend Grosvenor's legacy of excellence in geographic education. Selected educators will travel aboard the National Geographic Explorer's Land of the Ice Bears trip in June or July, 2011 to Arctic Svalbard. Through this program, hard-working educators will be recognized for their commitment to geographic education and given a professional development opportunity to be actively engaged in finding new ways to bring geographic awareness and ocean stewardship to their classrooms or informal learning environments through a field-based experience. See www.expeditions.com/teachers for more details and a link to the online application.  Application deadline is January 15, 2011. 
Questions?  Contact Amy Cadge, Lindblad Expeditions, at teachers@expeditions. Julie Costello, NDGA member won this award in 2010.

5. Giant Traveling Maps -- Reserve for 2011-12 School Year
Starting January 10, 2011 you may request a Giant Traveling Map for your Alliance. Maps book quickly, so it is recommended that you submit a request early. For information on all maps go to www.nationalgeographic.com/giantmaps 
The giant map of North America was in Minot in October, 2010. Talk to your school district or Regional Education Association.
6. The Food Desert Finder 
This is one of three Road Map reports being developed with National Science Foundation funding to guide efforts to improve geographic education in the U.S. over the next decade. I thought some of you working with youth on food and healthy lifestyles would find this map interesting.  You'll be able to zoom in to your own community. I did this on the map of Minot. It was shocking!
http://megacity.esri.com/fooddeserts/#-9248892.730044369;5247858.270872574;13;-9248892.730044369;5247858.270872574

7. Educational games in history and Geography
http://www.besthistorysites.net/Multimedia.shtml
Has an annotated list of fun history games and animations organized around broad historical periods including great animated maps.  Most of these games and animation are aimed at students ages 10-16. 

8. Goethe Institute in Germany
http://www.goethe.de/ins/us/lp/prj/top/txl/app/enindex.htm 
Grade 1-12 Social Studies educators, Social Studies curriculum coordinators, and applicable State Department of Education employees are eligible for this all-expenses paid, summer study tour of Germany. Applications are due February 7, 2011.  NDGA member, Norma Mahler went on this trip last summer.

9. Student NGS Expeditions for High School Students
http://ngstudentexpeditions.com/

10. Toyota International Teacher Program to South Africa 
The program will take place July 24 – August 10, 2011. Full-time classroom teachers of all subjects and librarians, grades 7 – 12, are now invited to apply online. Teachers can visit our website at www.iie.org/toyota for application instructions.  The deadline to apply is January 23, 2011. 
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